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November 28, 2017

Mayor Carmen Yulín announces the creation of the Somebody Help Us/ Alguien Ayúdenos Foundation and its webpage "somebodyhelpusalguienayudenos.org"
The webpage is a platform that the Puerto Rican diaspora and people on the Island and outside of it can use to contribute to the recovery of our affected communities

New York City -  With the support of the Mayor of New York City, Bill de Blasio and the Speaker of the New York City Council, Melissa Mark Viverito, the Mayor of San Juan, Carmen Yulín Cruz Soto, announced today the creation of the Somebody Help Us, Alguien Ayúdenos Foundation and its webpage  "somebodyhelpusalguienayudenos.org" which is in direct response to the donations from people in the United States and abroad that have been received by the Municipality of San Juan to aid the recovery efforts of the most affected communities. 

“The impact of the news coverage of Hurricane María, in the United States and abroad, underscored the fact the federal aid to the most affected areas in Puerto Rico had been alarmingly slow, and the assertion that “we are dying” traveled around the world. Quickly after that call went out, non-profit organizations, private companies, mayors and private individuals from the United States started to send humanitarian and monetary aid to the Municipality of San Juan,” the First Executive of San Juan stated during her visit to New York City, in which the help provided by the New York City Emergency Management Department to San Juan and the rest of the Island was recognized at a public ceremony.

Carmen Yulín stated that “the first help that San Juan received was from New York. Different groups lent a hand to organize the logistics of storing, registering, and distributing the private and FEMA aid we were receiving in the Municipality; they supported our push to distribute food to nursing homes in the capital, they aided our search and rescue efforts, and they helped the Municipality deal with the damaged trees and foliage in our parks and recreation areas in San Juan.”

Yulín added that “as soon as the news of the devastating effects of Hurricane María became widespread, we began to receive money, sometimes stapled onto letters sent by citizens who felt the need to help immediately. Those people trusted that we would get that help to San Juan and all of Puerto Rico, and that is what we have done. All the money we have received we deposited in this Foundation, somebodyhelpusalguienayudenos.org which was created because of those individuals’ generosity."

The Mayor of San Juan said that “thousands of families lost their homes, the entire electrical system on the Island collapsed, thousands didn’t have, and still don’t have, access to clean water, businesses are still closed because of the lack of water and electricity, and a great many schools remains shut down as well."

Carmen Yulín stated that "the Foundation will be devoted to assisting communities in their recovery efforts by installing water filtration systems, distributing medicine, helping special needs individuals, and providing building materials for damaged homes."

[bookmark: _GoBack]“To all the people in the United States and around the world who saw the impact of this hurricane on our Island and who are looking for a way to help us, we have created this Foundation, which was conceived as a way of building a legal framework for these donations we were already receiving from private individuals. Thank you because each donation you sent proves that we are not alone in this fight," Mayor Carmen Yulín Cruz Soto concluded.###
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